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Succos is known as Yom Simchaseinu, the Day of our Joy, but yet on Succos one of the
major parts of the service is the Hoshanas which mean "G-d help me, help me." How can

a holiday which speaks about our vulnerability which constantly asks G-d to help us,

how can it be a Yom Simchaseinu, a Day of our Joy? How does this make any sense? What's
more, when we take the Esrog and Lulav in our hand we ask the blessing "Al Netilas Lulav."
We make the blessing on the Lulav and we do not mention the Esrog. The Esrog, after all,
is the most beautiful part of the Lulav and Esrog, but we hold the Esrog in the left

hand and we hold the Lulav in the right hand. We make the blessing over the Lulav and
not the Esrog. The Lulav is really just a bunch of sticks. The Esrog is a beautiful
fruit. However, the Esrog is very fragile. With the flick of a thumb you can knock

off the pitim, the top of the Esrog and it is no longer a completely kosher Esrog.

Beauty is very ephemeral. A flood like we had this past week in a few moments destroys
carpets, furniture, works of art that are accumulated for a long time. Beauty is nice
but it is not the most important thing that will give us solace and hope in this world.
There is so much depression around. People who seem to have everything feel depressed.
Succos teaches us that we should not be depressed. That's why we make the blessing on
the Lulav. The Lulav may be a bunch of sticks, but it is tied together. When people are
together, when people have each other then they can overcome everything. We should never
let problems overwhelm us. Even the initials of the word Simchap teach us that. The
Shin stands for Sholem, for being whole, for having peace between ourselves, unity.

The Mem stands for Maseh, that we can do things. Finally, the Ches stands for Chochma.
We should always realize that we are going to have problems. Problems are the lot of
man, but they should not depress us. We should overcome them and if we are together

we will. That is why we say "G-d help us." We know we are always going to have problems.
If it is not this problem it will be another problems, but if we are together we know

G-d will help us. G-d has assured us that if we treat each other right He will always
help us. That is why we circle around the synagogue saying constantly in Hebrew "G-d

help us" because we know that He will. Problems many times are challenges which even
bring us close together and assure G-d's help even more. Let none of us be discouraged
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especially by the flood we had. Let us persevere and make our Shul even better. I am
reminded about a story about a student who was always coming late to school. The
principal called him in the office and said, "Why are you always late?" The student
said, "I work at the local opera as a spear bearer and many times I don't come home
until past 11:00 p.m. By the time I do my homework it is past 1:00 a.m. when I go to
bed, and I sometimes just cannot get up in the morning." The principal said, "Why

don't you sleep on stage while you hold the spear?" The student answered, "Because the

fellow behind me also has a spear." Challenges sometimes awaken the best in all of us.




